
Hi Susanna, 
 
Yes, please share my comments with the Senior Administration and the Library Board, 
as mentioned in your email.   
Thank you very much for your response.  
 
Deb Wiebe 
 
> On Jul 24, 2017, at 10:20 AM, Susanna Krimmer 
<susanna.krimmer@lpl.london.on.ca> wrote: 
>  
> Dear Deb Wiebe, 
>  
> Thank you for contacting London Public Library to share your positive 
> experiences in using the Library over many years and for sharing your 
> questions and feedback regarding "Drag Queen Storytime" recently held at 
> the Central Library.  
>  
> The concept of Drag Queen Storytime began just a few years ago, but 
> since that time dozens of libraries have embraced it. The planning of 
> this year’s Drag Queen Storytime began with our own staff, who saw the 
> successes in other communities, and wanted to bring it here.   We saw an 
> incredible opportunity to bring families together—all types of 
> families—in celebration, appreciation for the diversity that is both 
> in our world and our communities.  We also worked closely with the 
> organizers of the Pride London Festival to make this a success. 
>  
> This program was a huge success in terms of positive response.  Many 
> children enjoyed reading, laughing and singing with our invited guests.  
> Families also came together and shared stories with each other. In 
> total, more than one hundred people turned out to the event.   It was 
> everything we could hope for in terms of value for the community and 
> those who chose to attend.   
>  
> We value input from the public and recognize the importance of people 
> sharing their viewpoints with us.  Thank you for taking the time to 
> share your thoughts - it is greatly appreciated. With your permission, 
> your comments will be shared with our Senior Administration and the 
> Library Board. 
>  
> Again, thanks for contacting me. 
>  
> Sincerely, Susanna 
>  
> Susanna Hubbard Krimmer 
> CEO & Chief Librarian 



> London Public Library 
> susanna.krimmer@lpl.london.on.ca  
>  
>  
>  
>>>> Deb Wiebe  > 22/07/2017 10:27 PM >>> 
> Hello,  
>  
> I'm writing to you today to express my concerns over todays Storytime 
> at the LPL.  Let me first say that the library, for the past 16 years, 
> has been such a treasured place for myself and our family.  We have 
> benefitted from the library's programs, resources, and wonderful staff 
> (even learning each other's names and passing out hugs when they 
> retire). Starting from the time our kids were in infant car seats, I 
> have been bringing them to the library for Storytime.  It has been a 
> place where I could safely bring my kids, without any concerns at all 
> about the content.  And, this is exactly why I was so saddened when I 
> saw the advertisement for 'Drag Queen Storytime'.  While some will 
> applaud this event for being 'inclusive', I see it in a different light. 
> It is clear that the goal of this particular Storytime is not to bring 
> children together to enjoy a good book, but to promote the LGBTQ agenda. 
> To me, the LPL is not the place to do this, especially with young 
> children.  Please know that writing this email does not come easily for 
> me (in fact, this is the first time I have spoken out in this way), but 
> find myself so saddened by this.  Had this Storytime been promoted 16 
> years ago when my children were younger, I wouldn't have even considered 
> attending and may have hesitated to attend other events the library 
> promoted.   
> Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my concerns.  
>  
> Debbie Wiebe  
>  
>  
 


